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Introduction
● Please contact our HelpDesk by calling us at 410-266-6487 or emailing us at 

msa.helpdesk@maryland.gov if you experience any issues or have any questions.
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Glossary
Grantor: seller
Grantee: buyer
Liber: book
Folio: page
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Getting Started

Next

Forgot your password? 
Click on the button 
below to have it reset.

Sign in if you already 
have an account. 

Click on this link to 
create an account. 

Note: You will need to 
create a new account 
for the new version of 
MDLandRec, even if 
you had an account in 
the previous version.



Getting Started

Next

If you need to create a new account, 
and get stuck, then call us at 
410-260-6487, or email us at 
msa.helpdesk@maryland.gov



Next, select the county from 
the drop down.

Getting Started

Next



Do you already have a book and 
page? Enter it here, and then click 
“Jump .”

Searching Modern Deeds

Next



Or, search by name or corporation 
here.

Searching Modern Deeds

Next



Searching Modern Deeds

Next

You can select results you’re 
interested in, and then click “Display 
marked list” to only view those.



You can select results you’re 
interested in, and then click “Display 
marked list” to only view those.

Searching Modern Deeds
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Enter name of an individual or 
corporation here to search in the date 
range at the top of the page.

Searching Modern Deeds

Next

Party types are Grantee 
or Grantor.

Need to search earlier 
than the earliest date 
here? Learn how to 
search historic deeds.



Searching Modern Deeds

Next

Breaking Down 
the Dropdown

Is: Only searches the exact 
spelling you give of a name, like 
Tschiffely .

Begins With : We’ll type Tschi  
as a start, so it searches for 
anything starting with that.

Ends With :  Let’s just search 
for anything ending with hiffely .

Contains : The beginning and 
end of Tschiffely are butchered 
a lot, so let’s just look for any 
names with hiffe  in the middle.

Fuzzy : We can search for 
anything similar to Tschiffely , 

Soundex : We can search for 
anything phonetically sounding 
like Tschiffely .

The dropdown lets you look at 
names, even if you don’t have 
an exact spelling.



Searching Modern Deeds

Next

Tip
These are lesser used, 
but can be helpful if you 
already have these 
specifics.

These are books and 
pages that are related to 
a referenced book and 
page.

A trustee is an example 
of a legal capacity.



You can even search by 
dates and date ranges.

Searching Modern Deeds
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Montgomery County is 
the only county 
allowing you to search 
by SDAT Tax Account 
Identifier.

For other counties, use 
the SDAT Real Property 
Search to search by the 
identifier to pull up the 
book and page of the 
deed.

Searching Modern Deeds
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Tip
Need to search by 
address ? Use SDAT 
Real Property Search. 

Go to the next slide for 
further instructions.

Related Links

Next

Does a deed on MDLandRec.net give you 
a book and page for a plat / survey? Use 
plats.msa.maryland.gov to view it!

Use the SDAT Real Property Search to 
search by address . See next slide for 
further instructions.

http://plats.msa.maryland.gov
https://sdat.dat.maryland.gov/RealProperty/Pages/default.aspx


Next, click on the State Department of Assessments and 
Taxation (SDAT) Real Property Search. Then, you can select 
the county in which you are interested and then select the 
search by address.

For title searchers: You also have the option to search by 
property account identifier, map/parcel, and property sales.

The search results include a book / page  deed reference, 
under the Owner's Information section and / or the Transfer 
Information section. This example shows book 1856, page 471.

How to Search by Address

book / page



Searching Modern Deeds

Baltimore City is the only 
jurisdiction where you can 
search by just the address right 
on MDLandRec, instead of 
having to use the separate SDAT 
Real Property Search site.
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If you’re looking 
for records before 
this date… 

Searching Historic Deeds

Next

Tip
Clerk means the clerk’s 
initials, which you often 
find in indexes to older 
land records (not 
required).

Book is the book number, 
sometimes called a liber in 
older indexes.

… then click on 
Indices to get to 
historical indexes!



Tips
Always check if a county 
was formed from 
another county, if you’re 
trying to go back farther. 

Check out the 
Maryland Manual  for 
county formation dates , 
the names of counties 
from which each new 
county was formed, and 
more!

Historical indexes, like these, go back 
as far as historic land records survive 
in each county.

Searching Historic Deeds

Next

https://msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/01glance/html/county.html


Tip
We recommend using the 
Historical Indexes. 
Retired indexes are not 
necessarily accurate 
anymore, and may not 
connect perfectly with the 
actual records.

Some counties, like 
Montgomery County, 
have Historical 
indexes  and Retired 
Indexes .

Searching Historic Deeds
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Tip
We recommend using the 
Historical Indexes. 
Retired indexes are not 
necessarily accurate 
anymore, and may not 
connect perfectly with the 
actual records.

Baltimore City is 
unique, since its 
Historical indexes  
include a Block Search.

Searching Historic Deeds
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Tip
Look for a book, page, and 
year.

Clerk means the clerk’s 
initials, which you often 
find in indexes to older 
land records (not 
required).

Book is the book number, 
sometimes called a liber in 
older indexes.

Searching Historic Deeds

Next



Searching Modern Deeds

Next

Tip
Clerk means the clerk’s 
initials, which you often 
find in indexes to older 
land records (not 
required).

Book is the book number, 
sometimes called a liber in 
older indexes.

Go back to the homepage, enter the 
book and page here, and then click 
“Jump .”



Once you view a deed, it should include a reference to the previous deed’s book and page, usually listed in the paragraph starting with the 
words (or words similar to) “being the same as…” You can enter the book and page reference into the “Jump to New Volume” to pull up the 
document. Tip: If a deed does not include a book and page reference, then search grantee indexes using the name of the grantor in that 
deed to discover when the seller first purchased the property.

Tracing Property Backwards

For example, this deed references the previous deed as being in book 1, page 2 , from 1885


